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The Global Cybersecurity Crisis: Why Every
CEO Must Act Now Before It Is Too Late

Cyber crime is no longer a distant problem. It These beliefs are dangerous. They create a
is happening right now, to companies of false sense of safety, while hackers quietly
every size, in every industry, across every look for easy targets.

country.

Every day, businesses are facing ransomware
attacks, phishing scams, stolen customer data,
and system shutdowns. What was once
considered a “rare” event is now a daily
reality. Still, many CEOs and founders
continue to believe:
Systems
We are too small, nothing like this will are safe
happen to us.
We have an IT team, they will handle it.
Our systems are safe because
everything seems to be working fine.

< What Is Really at Risk?

Your customer data and financial information

Your company reputation and client trust

Your valuation, growth, and ability to raise investment

Your website, cloud systems, and day-to-day operations

Your ability to meet global compliance standards like GDPR, ISO 27001, HIPAA or PCI DSS

Even one employee mistake, one weak password, or one untested application can open the
door to a full-scale cyberattack. And when it happens, no one will call you unlucky. They will
call you unprepared.

They will ask:
Why did you not train your employees?
Why did you not test your systems for vulnerabilities?
Why did you not take action before it was too late?
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When Cybercrime Strikes... Will They Call
You Unlucky or Irresponsible?

< Imagine this: m
You wake up one morning and your
company's website is down. .
Client data has been leaked. Client data
Your email is hacked.
This is not science fiction or a movie. It is m
happening to businesses every single day,
across the United States, Europe, Asia, and
beyond.

Now think about what happens next. Many 9
questions will come to your mind, and you will -
keep thinking about them again and again.

Cost Blame Disruption Penalties

Meanwhile, your clients, the government, and
stakeholders will ask:

< They ask:

“How could you let this happen?”
The reality is, when a company gets hacked, sympathy is rare.

< Instead, tough questions are asked:

Did you ever test your systems for vulnerabilities?

Did your employees know how to avoid phishing and fraud?

Did you comply with global standards like GDPR, ISO 27001, HIPAA or PCI DSS?
Did you ensure ex-employees and vendors had no lingering access?

If you cannot answer with confidence, the accountability rests with you.
Not on your IT vendor. Not on your developer
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Real Global Cases
A major retail chain in the US paid

millions after ransomware froze its
systems for two weeks.

A European healthcare provider was ‘
fined under GDPR after leaking patient ?
data.

An Asian SaaS startup lost international US retail chain E“’°P:":2v'i‘:::"h°a’e

clients after their APl was hacked
through poor testing. i E i 3\ ‘
A financial services firm in the Middle a

— -
East faced representational collapse é — r.l o

after phishing led to stolen funds. by 7 I AN
Each of these companies thought they Asian SaaSstartup ~ Middle East financial

were safe. services firm
Each had IT support. v/ Though they were +/ Had IT support
Each believed it would never happen to safe

them. Cybercrime is a boardroom problem.

Cybercrime is no longer just a technical problem.

It is a boardroom problem.
And it tests not your IT systems, but your leadership, resilience, and responsibility.
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“We Are Too Small To Be Targeted.”

Most business leaders still believe cybercrime
is a problem only for large corporations like
banks, hospitals, or global tech giants.

< They think:

"We are not famous.”
"We do not have millions of users.”
"Hackers will not waste time on us.”

Unfortunately, this mindset is misleading. In
reality, small and mid-sized businesses are
among the easiest and most frequent targets
for cybercriminals.

Hackers know these organizations often lack
robust defenses, making them vulnerable to
simple attacks that can quickly spiral into
major incidents.

I Rarely test defenses
2 Lack employee training -_

The losses are not small

We are not ‘ :

famous

We do not have
millions of users

REEC AN Why Small and

Medium Businesses
Are Prime Targets

?

Q.
>

not waste
time on us

No cybersecurity team

< Why Small and Medium Businesses Are Prime Targets

Hackers know that smaller companies:

Do not have a dedicated cybersecurity team.
Rely too heavily on IT vendors or developers.

Rarely test their websites, apps, or cloud platforms.

Trust employees without proper awareness training.

Are more likely to pay quietly after an attack just to continue operations.

Small businesses are increasingly targeted by cyberattacks, with 43 percent of attacks

aimed at them globally.

The costs of recovering from these cyberattacks are also increasing, often totaling

hundreds of thousands of dollars per incident.
< Real Risks From Small Mistakes

An employee reuses the same weak password across company accounts.
A developer leaves a hidden entry point in your website or API.

An old intern or ex-employee still has login access.

Your app is launched without a proper penetration test.

Backups exist, but nobody has tested if they actually work.
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Damage inside systems spreads rapidly, impacting locked systems, leaked data, lost
clients, and reputational collapse.

< The Losses Are Not Small

A single phishing attack can drain hundreds of thousands of dollars.
Regulatory fines under GDPR or HIPAA can reach millions.
Investor trust and client contracts can collapse overnight.

Some companies never recover not because they could not fix the systems, but because
trust was lost forever.

Size does not protect you. Action does.
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“Our IT Team Is Handling It.”

This Is The Biggest Mistake Most CEOs Make.
We hear this line from CEOs around the world “Our IT team
has it covered!
Our IT team has it covered.
Our developer said the website is safe.
Our vendor promised that they are
following best practices.

These statements come up in nearly
every conversation we have with
leadership.

But without independent validation, these
are just assumptions, not facts. And
assumptions are exactly what attackers
count on.

< Why Blind Trust Is Dangerous

IT teams focus on operations, not risk. Their job is to keep emails running, servers online,
and systems patched. But that does not mean they are actively testing for security gaps.

Developers focus on building features, not secure code. A product that works smoothly
may still have dozens of hidden vulnerabilities.

Vendors focus on delivery, not protection. Many outsource security to generic tools
without performing deep penetration testing.

Internal teams often say "“everything is fine.” But without outside verification, this is just
an assumption.

Cybersecurity requires independent validation. Without it, you are relying on trust, not
evidence.

< Real CEO Stories

A fintech startup in London trusted their IT partner until a single reconfigured API
exposed thousands of client records.

A manufacturing firm in Germany relied on its in-house IT staff, only to discover
ransomware spread for months before detection.

A growing SaaS company in Singapore assumed their developer handled security and
when investors asked for proof of penetration testing, and they had nothing to show.
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Each of these companies thought they were safe. But because they never sought
external validation, the gaps stayed hidden until it was too late.

< Why External Validation of Your Digital Assets Is Essential?

A small business trusted their internal team and later found a security gap that caused
major damage because no one outside had checked their systems, similarly you should
not assume your cybersecurity is sound without an external penetration test.

Vulnerability Assessment and Penetration Testing (VAPT) is that external check. It
examines your systems from the outside, just like an attacker would, and shows you the
real risks.

It is not about replacing your IT team. It is about protecting you as the CEO from blind
spots, missed details, and dangerous assumptions.

< Why Cybersecurity Awareness for Employees Is Essential
and What They Should Learn?

Employees are the first line of defense against cyber threats. Even the strongest security
tools cannot fully protect a business if staff are unaware of the risks or do not know how to
respond. Cybercriminals often target people instead of systems, because just one small
mistake can lead to serious damage.

Your employees may face these risks. To protect your organization, they should learn to:

Spotting fake emails, suspicious links, or urgent-looking messages designed to pressure
them into mistakes.

Recognizing when someone is impersonating a boss, colleague, or official to trick them.

Using strong, unique passwords instead of reusing weak ones.

Turning on multi-factor authentication (MFA) wherever possible.

Handling sensitive data carefully, such as not leaving devices unlocked or sharing
confidential information casually.

Understanding that mistakes happen, and learning how to avoid them before they cause
harm.

Feeling confident to report errors or suspicious incidents without fear of blame.

Knowing the correct steps to take if something looks wrong, including who to tell, how to
escalate, and what not to do. Seeing real examples of how small lapses can snowball
into major security incidents.

Cybersecurity is not only about trust in your IT team. It is about proof, validation, and
leadership.
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Whatls VAPT and Why Every Global
Business Needs It

Companies often develop websites, apps, and
cloud platforms without conducting thorough
vulnerability testing.

< What Is VAPT?

Vulnerability Assessment and
Penetration Testing (VAPT) is the
global gold standard for checking the
true security of your business systems.

Think of it as a health check-up for
your digital assets. Instead of waiting
for hackers to find your weaknesses,
we simulate real-world attacks to
uncover them first.

< What We Test

Websites and APIs: SaaS platforms, WordPress, enterprise portals

Mobile Apps: iOS and Android applications

Cloud Environments: AWS, Google Cloud, Microsoft Azure

Internal Networks: office systems, shared drives, open ports

Al and Back-End Infrastructure: modern attack surfaces that require new security methods
Phishing & Human Risk Testing: validating employee awareness and resilience against
social engineering

Infrastructure Security: servers, firewalls, routers, and network devices

API Security: authentication, authorization, and data exposure risks

Application Security Assurance: end-to-end testing of business-critical apps

Secure Code Review: identifying vulnerabilities early in development

DevSecOps Integration: embedding security into CI/CD pipelines

Red Team & Purple Team Exercises: simulating real-world attacks and improving defense
coordination

Adversary Simulation: modeling advanced threat actors to measure resilience

Wireless Security Testing: securing Wi-Fi networks and connected devices

loT & Medical Device Security: ensuring safety of connected and critical systems
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Al & Emerging Technology Security:

Al/ML Model Security: testing for data poisoning and model integrity

Al System Security: validating end-to-end Al deployments

Adversarial Attack Testing: simulating manipulations that exploit Al weaknesses

< What You Receive

A clear report that shows your real risks

Real-world examples of how hackers could exploit your systems

Risk-based prioritization that highlights what must be fixed first

Step-by-step remediation guidance for your development or IT team

A re-audit after fixes, to confirm your systems are truly safe

Optional compliance mapping for ISO 27001, GDPR, HIPAA, PCI DSS, and other global
standards

< Why CEOS Globally Trust VAPT

It gives them proof, not assumptions, about their company’s security
It strengthens client trust and investor confidence

It helps them meet global compliance requirements

It prevents losses that can run into millions if left unchecked

It provides external validation beyond what an IT vendor can say

If your website, application, or data system has never been tested with VAPT, it is like driving
a car without brakes and hoping you never need to stop.

Testing today is always cheaper, faster, and safer than recovering after an attack.
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Mini Case Study

The best way to understand the importance

of cybersecurity is through real stories. The Q
below cases are examples of how growing 9 | 4 ®
businesses faced cyber incidents, what 1 o

actions they took, and the results they 0 .

achieved. Each shows that with the right
steps, even serious risks can be turned into

opportunities to strengthen trust.
Today, even small teams face serious

cybersecurity threats, including phishing,

Case 1-SaaS Startup Case 2-Digital Agency

insider risks, and compliance challenges. Seise o DEC Eusincss il Casad F'"Tech A

These examples show that with the right
steps, even regular teams can go from
vulnerable to resilient in weeks, not
months.

Case5- HealthTechl
EdTech

EdTech

{ Case 1 - Saas Startup (20-person team):

A growing SaaS company became the victim of a phishing payroll fraud attempt.
An employee unknowingly shared login details through a fake email.

HealthTech /

The company engaged us for an Employee Cybersecurity Enablement session and rolled

out multi-factor authentication within 10 days.

As a result, they reported zero payment diversion incidents in the following nine months.

< Case 2 — Digital Agency (35-person team):

A creative agency's WordPress website was hacked and taken over by attackers.
The incident disrupted client access and put their reputation at risk.

We conducted a complete Vulnerability Assessment and Penetration Test (VAPT),

followed by hardening their systems, installing a web application firewall,
performing a re-audit.
Their website was restored within 48 hours
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< Case 3 — Direct-to-Consumer (D2C) Business:

A retail company discovered that a former employee still had access to their cloud
storage and internal documents. This posed a serious insider risk.

We performed a full access review, implemented a joiner-mover-leaver policy, and set up
quarterly access checks.

As a result, 100 percent of old access was removed, and the company now maintains
audit-ready logs for compliance and investor reviews.

$ Case 4 - FinTech Startup (Pre-Series A):

A FinTech founder in Bangalore was preparing for investor due diligence when they
realized they had never tested their mobile app for vulnerabilities.

During our VAPT, we uncovered weak encryption in their payment module and insecure
API calls.

With quick fixes guided by our team and a re-audit for verification, the company passed
their investor review smoothly. They later shared that security validation became a key
reason their funding round closed without delays.

{- Case 5 — HealthTech/EdTech Platform:

A HealthTech company that stores sensitive patient data in the cloud reached out to us
after learning about potential penalties under their country's laws.

We ran a compliance-focused assessment, trained their employees on handling personal
data securely, and tested their cloud setup for misconfigurations.

Within weeks, they not only reduced compliance risk but also reassured their hospital
partners with documented proof of readiness.

Similarly, an EdTech platform we worked with introduced team-wide awareness sessions
to stop phishing and ransomware threats. Both firms reported improved client trust and
fewer support tickets related to suspicious activity.
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Why External Validation Protects CEOs
Globally

In today's world, cybersecurity is not just
about technology. It is about leadership, trust,

lo \/
and responsibility. i
—
When a breach happens, it is not the IT ‘
manager who gets questioned. It is you, the A
CEO. Clients, investors, regulators, and even
the media will all ask questions like:
How did you let this happen?
Didn't you secure your data?
How will you take responsibility for the
leaked data?
What are you going to do about it?
How did the attackers gain access to
the system?

What steps were taken to stop the
breach once it was detected?

< Why CEOs Cannot Rely On Blind Trust

IT vendors focus on maintenance, not risk strategy: Their reports often show “all clear”,
until the day something breaks.

Developers prioritize delivery, not defense: They launch features fast but may miss
secure coding practices.

Internal teams are too close: They cannot see hidden flaws or misconfigurations that an
outsider would spot immediately

< Why External Validation Matters Now

Independent validation through services like VAPT gives you:

Clarity: A real-world view of how attackers would target your business.

Credibility: Proof for clients, investors, and regulators that security is not just assumed, it
is verified.

Compliance: Evidence of alignment with GDPR, HIPAA, ISO 27001, PCI DSS, and other
global frameworks.

EH1INEOI=E®IE]  Website: www.ehlinfotech.com  Email: info@ehlinfotech.com  CIN: U62020PB2025PTC064390

CYBERSECURITY

Note: Report is copyrighted property of EH1-Infotech Cybersecurity Pvt. Ltd. Unauthorized copying, distribution or disclosure is strictly prohibited.



Page 13

Confidence: Peace of mind that your systems have been tested by experts, not just
trusted blindly.

< What External Validation Looks Like

Training your team to prevent human mistakes before they happen

Running VAPT on your websites, apps, cloud, and networks to find hidden weaknesses
Receiving clear reports that you can present to investors, auditors, and clients

Being ready for compliance demands from partners and regulators

Protecting your brand image and leadership credibility with proof, not promises

In business meetings, financial audits confirm your financial figures. Similarly, in the digital
world, penetration testing confirms your cybersecurity measures. It's not just a choice
anymore; it's a responsibility for leaders.
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So, What Is the Next Step?

If you have read this far, you !y
already know the truth: b d @
Cyber threats are real and growing 1

every day

Responsibility always falls on the CEO,
not the IT vendor

Prevention is smarter and cheaper than
recovery

Blind trust is not enough, proof and
validation are required

2.a

Now the question is simple: Do you act
now, or wait until the damage is done?

9

< Two Clear Ways to Begin Today

Whether you are running a startup, a growing SaaS platform, or an established enterprise,
there are only two simple, practical steps you can take immediately:

1. Vulnerability Assessment and Penetration Testing (VAPT)

The gold standard of cybersecurity checks for websites, apps, cloud, and networks
Shows you exactly where your company is exposed and what must be fixed first
Provides a full report that can be shared with clients, investors, and compliance auditors
Builds external validation and leadership credibility

2. Employee Cybersecurity Enablement Program

A practical session designed to train your team against phishing, fraud, and insider risks
Helps prevent the human errors that cause most breaches

Builds a culture of responsibility across your entire organization

Creates a first line of defense without technical overload
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< Why Start Now?

Cybersecurity is not something you set aside for later. Later often means after a major
incident when money is lost, data is leaked, and trust is destroyed.

By acting today, you:

Protect your clients and their data

Strengthen your brand reputation

Build investor and partner confidence

Show leadership and responsibility at the highest level

The first step is always awareness. The second step is action. And the safest time to act is
now.
This is not about buying tools. It is about making a leadership decision.
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A Personal Message to Global CEOs and
Founders

Dear Leader,

| know how much work, sacrifice, and belief it
takes to build a company. | know the
sleepless nights, the constant pressure, and
the endless responsibility that comes with
leading a business in today's world.

You have built something meaningful to your
clients, employees, and investors trust. That
trust is your greatest achievement. But in this
digital age, it is also your greatest risk.

Cybersecurity is not just about data. It is
about protecting everything you have worked
for.

Your reputation.
Your growth.
Your future.

At EH1-Infotech Cybersecurity, we do not see this as a technical job. We see it as a leadership
responsibility. Cybersecurity is about integrity, values, and the duty you hold as a CEO to
protect your business and everyone who depends on it.

Most leaders do not fail because they are careless. They fail because they are unaware, or they
wait too long to act. By the time they realize, the damage has already been done. | do not want
that for you.

That is why we created EH1-Infotech Cybersecurity to give CEOs a partner they can trust, not
just another vendor. We work alongside your teams, quietly and confidentially, to show you the
real risks and to guide you with clarity. No fear. No pressure. Just truth and practical steps
forward.

You do not need to be a cybersecurity expert. You only need to make one decision: to act
before it is too late.

Whether you begin with a Vulnerability Assessment and Penetration Test, or with a practical
employee enablement session, what matters most is that you begin. And when you do, we will
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stand beside you, not as outsiders, but as partners who understand both the technical reality
and the leadership weight of your decisions.

Thank you for taking the time to read this report. By doing so, you have already taken the first
step which is awareness. The next step is action.

Warm regards,

Dr. Sahil Baghla

Founder & CEO

EH1-Infotech Cybersecurity Pvt. Ltd.
Website: www.ehlinfotech.com
Email: info@ehlinfotech.com
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Still Thinking About It? Here Is What
You Must Know

If you are still unsure whether this applies
to your business, ask yourself:

Have we ever tested our website, app,
or cloud system for vulnerabilities?

Do my employees know how to spot a
phishing scam or fake payment
request?

Do ex-employees or vendors still have
access to our systems or data?

If an investor or client asked me, "How
secure is your company?”, could |
answer with proof?

Could one small mistake by my team
cost me millions in money, reputation,
or legal fines?

If even one of these questions makes you stop and think, the truth is that you already know
what needs to change.

The time to act is now.

< The 3 Costly Misconceptions That CEOS Still Believe

“"We are too small to be attacked.” Wrong.

"Our IT vendor is handling everything.”
Wrong. Vendors focus on operations, not independent penetration testing or compliance
checks.

"We will deal with it later.”
Wrong. Later usually means after a breach, usually when the money is gone, data is
leaked, and trust is broken.

< The Safer, Smarter Choice
Start now. Start simple. Start with the right partner.

Train your employees before they make a costly mistake.

Test your systems before a hacker does it for you.

Show investors and clients that security is part of your leadership.
Protect your brand, reputation, and future growth.
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< Your Next Step Is Clear

Request a confidential VAPT scope discussion for your digital assests (websites, apps,
cloud, APIs, and critical systems).

Book an Employee Cybersecurity Enablement Session to protect your first line of defense.
Schedule a private call with us (no pressure, no jargon, just honest guidance).

Website: www.ehlinfotech.com
Email: info@ehlinfotech.com
LinkediIn: Dr. Sahil Baghla — Founder & CEO
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Quick FAQ

1. How long is the Employee Cybersecurity Enablement session?

The session usually takes between sixty to ninety minutes for each group. It is designed to
be short, practical, and easy to fit into a busy work schedule.

2. What if we do not have a dedicated security team?
That is not a problem. We work directly with your current IT vendor, developers, or internal
staff to make sure the recommendations are understood and implemented.

3. Will penetration testing (VAPT) slow down our operations?
No. We schedule the tests during off-peak hours and coordinate closely with your team to
avoid disruption. Our goal is to strengthen your systems without affecting business
continuity.

4. What proof will we receive after the assessment?
You will receive an executive summary, a detailed report with risk-prioritized findings, clear
guidance for your technical team, and a confirmation after a follow-up review to ensure the
fixes are working.

5. Is this aligned with international compliance standards?
Yes. Our findings and reports are aligned with globally recognized security principles and
frameworks such as ISO 27001, GDPR, PCI DSS, HIPAA, and data protection laws. This
allows you to reference the results in discussions with clients, investors, or regulators.

< Confidentiality & Legal Safety

We handle your data with strict confidentiality. Our methods are independently developed and
aligned with global security standards. We do not claim affiliation or endorsement from any
authority; all public references are citations for awareness only.
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